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A SUGGESTION FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF DEBATE 
JUDGING 
Adolph H. Brick 


One of the most poignant and troublesome causes of dissatisfaction with 
college debating at its present stage is that of unsatisfactory judging. In 
fact, so numerous and sharp have become the complaints on this score that 
defective judging may be called the greatest obstacle to ideal debating. 

While the charge is sometimes made that prejudice, whether conscious 
or unconscious, is an element affecting the decision, it is generally conceded 
that judging is as fair-minded and impartial as is humanly possible. A spirit 
of lack of confidence in those in whose hands the outcome of the debate is 
placed is rarely evident in better debating spheres. 

Conceding that prejudiced judgment is not the cause, upon what, then, 
can we lay our hands as the root of the trouble? Altho there are many 
elements involved, in a large majority of cases it would seem that the real 
difficulty, the stumbling block in the path of harmony of opinion and of 
judgment, is no less than the lack of a common basis upon which to render 
the decision. 

Tho a debate is a broad and diverse affair, the factors upon which judges 
are asked to base their verdicts are few, and seldom include more than these 
three: composition, delivery, and argument, 

The first of the trio is fast disappearing from standard judges’ instruc- 
tions. The old formula, “thot, composition, and delivery,” has long since 
given way in the standard instructions to the newer one of “argument and 
delivery.” Composition is not of itself seriously considered as winning or 
losing debates. This does not mean that composition or organization does 
not play an important part in the outcome of the contests. Far from it! A 
loosely constructed case is diffusive, and dissipates whatever force it may 
have before it gets to the ears of the audience. A well-defined and logically 
constructed case utilizes effectively every item of authority and reasoning, 
and carries every argument to the judges with telling effect. The same 
argument with logical construction will have a stronger general effect, and 
will win decisions, where under similar circumstances, and with poorer or- 
ganization, it would have been compelled to suffer defeat. And since the 
quality of composition and organization determines largely the effective- 
ness of the argument in the minds of the judges, it is not taken into sep- 
arate consideration in the arriving at decisions. 

However, the practice of requiring judges to base their decisions in part 
directly upon delivery is still widely prevalent, even in debating circles of 
the highest type. Yet analysis will reveal that delivery should be placed in 
exactly the same category as composition. If the delivery contains the 
requisites of persuasion and conviction, it will convey the argument more 
forcefully to the hearers, and leave an impression which can be dislodged 
only with difficulty. Likewise a poor delivery vitiates the potential ef- 
fectiveness of an argument by carrying it feebly and unemphatically to 
the audience. Hence the time honored formula, “thot, composition, and de- 
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livery,” and the newer and more popular, “general effectiveness of argu- 
ment and delivery”, should both be supplanted by a simpler and more log- 
ical phrase, “general effectiveness of the argument as set forth.” 

An attempt to introduce such a change might arouse a storm of protest. 
Yet it must be realized that a debate is not a simultaneous contest in de- 
livery, argument, and several other phases of public speech in which the de- 
cision is given to the team attaining the highest general average, or the 
greatest general excellency, It must be realized that a debate is not a lit- 
erary decathlon, in which the prize is awarded to the group making the best 
total of scores in a number of events. A debate is a definite and purposeful 
clash in which the opposing sides attempt to prove the truth of their ver- 
sion of the case to a hypothetical average citizen who has only a reasonable 
knowledge of their subject, who has arrived at no conclusions, and whose 
mind is absolutely open to conviction. The debater is the lawyer, attempt- 
ing to instill into the minds of his jury a conviction that justice demands 
the sustaining of his plea. The debater is the salesman attempting to dis- 
pose of his product to a prospective buyer, the product being usually a new 
political theory or plan, and the purchaser, the political commonwealth. 
The debater is the legislator attempting thru his persuasive appeal to se- 
cure enough votes to insure the passage of the measure he advocates. Now 
no one will deny that the fluent delivery and brilliant emotionalism of the 
lawyer are important factors in the verdict of the jury. No one will deny 
that the salesman’s ingratiating mannerisms and cultured command of ex- 
pression go far toward swinging the buyer into line. No one will deny that 
the logical construction and adept phrasing of the legislator’s speech en- 
able him to crush his opposition. Yet who will claim that the jurors con- 
sciously base their verdict upon the fluency and eloquence of the advocate; 
that the buyer consciously says “yes” because of the cleverness and ability 
of the salesman; or that the lawmakers deliberately change their vote be- 
cause of the logically constructed and rhetorically faultless speech of their 
orator? Ask them and they will tell you that the lawyer is successful be- 
cause he convinces them of the truth of his contention, the salesman be- 
cause he shows them the utility of his commodity, the legislator because he 
makes them believe in the necessity of his project. Hence consistency as 
well as justice demands a “general effectiveness of argument” basis. 

Practical debating aims at the creation of general effectiveness of argu- 
ment because the human mind normally reacts to spoken argument on just 
that basis. Instruct a judge to base his decision on a number of elements, 
and you say to him, “Do not value this argument as you would argument in 
the courtroom or political debate, namely on the grounds of whether it 
convinces or does not convince, whether it proves or does not prove; but 
pick it to pieces, analyze it minutely on the basis of many elements, and 
arrive at your decision by summing them all up.” Hence an attempt to 
place the judgment of debates on the composite basis of delivery and argu- 
ment or of even more numerous factors is an attempt at perverting the 
normal process of mental reaction to spoken argument, and therefore an at- 
tempt at making the debate a distinct and unallied form of spoken argu- 
ment, with little relation to kindred species found outside the walls of col- 
lege and university. For the aim of the latter is the creation of general 
effectiveness, while the aims of the former would be the fulfillment of a 
number of requirements 

The system of judging on the basis of “general effectiveness of the argu- 
ment as set forth”’would have the virtue of simplicity. To judge a debate 
on the direct basis of composition, delivery, and argument, or even of the 
latter two requires an unduly complicated and almost unattainable 
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cedure. It means that the judge must attempt to strip the argument he 
hears of the delivery which brings it to him, and evaluate both as specific 
and unattached factors. It means that he must remember the rhetorical 
perfection of the speeches if this is demanded by the instructions. And if 
it is decided that a certain percentage be allowed for rebuttal, and the 
remainder for main speech, it means that he must determine values for 
each of these. With these complexities, or even a few of them, the judge is 
often compelled to resort to a mathematical schedule or table to guide his 
decision, something which makes his task even more hopeless, and with 
which any decision, even a most perverse one, can be justified. Ask him 
why he grades one debater high in delivery, and high in argument also, be- 
cause the brilliance of the delivery brot the argument across with telling 
effect, remind him that he is placing a double premium on good presenta- 
tion, and he will respond that he was complying explicitly with instructions. 

It may be alleged, however, that judging on “general effectiveness of ar- 
gument as set forth’ would mean disregarding delivery, and other essen- 
tials of the finished debate. Yet such a charge could result only from a 
misconception of the central idea of the phrase. The general effectiveness 
of argument means the general strength of impression which an argument 
or speech leaves in the minds of the audience or judges. It is evident that 
a good argument poorly delivered cannot leave a very strong impression, 
nor can it have the quality of general effectiveness. Likewise all other 
elements—organization, personal appearance, mechanical arrangements, de- 
bating ethics, and a host of others—receive proper consideration, for each 
of them contributes its share to the general effectiveness of the argument. 
Therefore to secure a higher standard of judging avoid complexities, avoid 
mathematical props, and judge solely on the general effectiveness of the 
argument as set forth. In this way there will be a greater unanimity of 
opinion, fewer two-to-one decisions, a greater respect for the rectitude of 
decisions, more suitable form of collegiate competition, and a better training 
field. 


STATEMENT FROM THE TREASURER 


The present treasurer took over the office April Ist, 1920. Among other 
things, it is the duty of the treasurer to handle all orders for keys. The 
treasurer does not sell keys. He merely passes on the order to the official 
jeweler. Orders are passed through one of the national officers to prevent 
people from buying and wearing keys who have no right to them. 

For a number of years the fraternity had been getting its keys through 
a very satisfactory house. In the spring of 1920, however, there was a big 
strike in the jewelry trade which quite seriously affected this firm. It was 
not able to fill its orders. We were not able to get keys for three or four 
months. After that keys began to arrive slowly and even then were not 
very satisfactory, 

After a patient attempt to get service from the old firm the fraternity 
decided to investigate other firms. It was necessary to get bids from a 
number of houses. This was a long slow process requiring several months. 
After a thoro investigation of the field, it was decided to select the L. G. 
Balfour Co., Attleboro, Mass., as our official jewelers. This company is the 
largest in the field. It offered us a better key at a much lower price. In 
some cases the price was just half of what the old price had been. In addi- 
tion the Balfour people were in a position to give prompt service. 

What price we shall be able to get on keys in the future depends upon 





; 
1 
; 





APR ee ee BEE en PN S 


4 THE FORENSIC 


the amount of our business. If we buy enough keys, the price will remain 
the same or even drop, Since the new prices are so much lower, every 
member of the fraternity is urged to purchase a key. It is a badge of dis- 
tinction. Local chapters should require new members to buy keys upon be- 
ing received into membership. 

There has been much dissatisfaction during the past year over the delay 
in securing keys. We are now in a position to attempt prompt delivery. 
Prompt delivery, in the case, means about thirty days. The order you send 
has to reach the national treasurer, and be forwarded by him to the official 
jeweler. The key is then made up and sent back to the national treasurer. 
He remails it to the purchaser. All of this takes time, even when there 
is no delay. Now and then people send in an order asking for a key in a 
week or ten days. While the treasurer will do all in his power to get keys 
promptly, it is impossible for him to get them in that time. 

A book of printed order blanks is being sent to each chapter. All mem- 
bers are urged to use it in ordering keys, The use of these blanks will save 
trouble and delay all along the line. 


Sioux Falls Stylus 


DEBATOR’S AGONY 

Clear your throat!! 

Adjust your coat!! 
Glance at your note!! 

Swallow hard!! 
Glance dramatically at audience!! 

Look at notes again!! 

Begin!! 


(Phreno-Cosmian, Dakota Wesleyan) 


SHOTT OR NOTT 


Two men fought a duel. One man was named Shott and the other Nott. 
Some said that Nott was shot, and Shott was not. Hence it was better to 
be Shott than Nott. There was a rumor that Nott was not shot, and Shott 
avows that he shot Nott, which proves either the shot Shott shot at Nott 
was not shot or that Nott was not shot. On trial it was proved that the shot 
Shott shot shot Nott, or, as accidents with firearms are frequent, it may be 
possible that the shot Shott shot shot Shott, when the whole affair would 
resolve itself into its original elements, and Shott would be shot and Nott 
would be not. Apparently the shot Shott shot shot not Shott nor Nott. 

That that is, is; that that is not is not. Is not that it? It is. 


(Quaker Campus, Whittier College) 

One purpose of a college education is to develop character and the ability 
to be good citizens of the world. As we think over the alumni of our high 
schools and colleges, the best citizens, the ones who do things, are those 
who were the best citizens in college. Those who interested themselves in 
college activities, who held office, took responsibility and put themselves 
into their work never “flunked” after they left college in initiative or ability 
to carry things through. They had studied their lessons of life and had no 
trouble to “recite” when called on. 
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THE POWER BEHIND US 


What is it that keeps Pi Kappa Delta going? Why do its national officers 
spend days and weeks working at the infinite details required to keep the 
wheels of this rapidly growing machine in motion? They receive no pay 
for their work. At times they have to send out letter after letter to chap- 
ters—fortunately few—whose officers are neglecting their duties. What 
makes the majority of the officers of our local chapters so faithful in their 
attention to the duties devolving upon them? Is it merely the honor in- 
volved in belonging to such an Order as ours, in being able to wear its key 
so as to publish to the world the fact that we have excelled in some branch 
of forensic work? Surely not. Is it not rather the realization of the fact 
that in a democracy the man or woman who can speak and who can per- 
suade is best fitted to lead, that the greater the number of leaders the more 
efficient the democracy? Is it not the feeling that by promoting forensic 
endeavor, where such is worthily engaged in, we are making one of the 
soundest and most valuable contributions to democracy that can be made? 
This is the power that drives us, 
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INSTALLATIONS AND PETITIONS 


As this issue of THE FORENSIC goes to press, we have two installations 
to record. On December 15th, the Montana Alpha chapter was installed in 
Montana Wesleyan College, Helena, by Dean Allan C. Lemon, graduate 
member of lowa Delia. There were five charter members whom Dean Lemon 
reports as a live group. In this issue we are printing a cut of their presi- 
dent, Mr. Martin E. Van Demark. On the evening of February 3rd, Mis- 
souri Gamma was installed in Central College, Fayette, by Professor Franc 
L. McCluer of Missouri Alpha. An enthusiastic group welcomed the install- 
ing officer. A banquet followed the ceremony. On February 16th, Ohio 
Beta was to have been installed by the National Historian, Professor J. H. 
Foth, of Kalamazoo College, at Heidelberg College, Tiffin; and on March 
4th, Montana Alpha, at Montana State College, Bozeman, by Mr. Roy 
Painter, formerly National Treasurer, Either Professor Foth or Mr. J. A. 
Shields of Seymour, Indiana, is to install Gerogetown as Kentucky Alpha 
before the end of February; and Mr, E. A. Vaughan, former National Vice 
President, is expected to install South Carolina Alpha at Wofford College 
about the same time. The Eureka College chapter is to install the Illinois 
Gamma chapter at Bradley Polytechnic Institute in Peoria in the near fu- 
ture and members of the Michigan Alhpa chapter are to install Ohio Alpha 
at Baldwin-Wallace, Berea, some time in March. Pi Kappa Delta is having 
a wonderful growth and the end is not yet. We heartily welcome these 
new chapters into our Order. Every one of them does forensic work of ex- 
cellent character and we know that the Pi Kappa Delta ideals in them will 
fall upon good soil. Central College, Pella, lowa, had one of the earliest 
chapters of Pi Kappa Delta, known as Iowa Beta. Owing to a change of 
ownership of the institution this chapter became inactive. It is now peti- 
tioning for reinstatement. Petitions have been received from Olivet Col- 
lege, Michigan, from the Kansas State Manual Training Normal School at 
Pittsburg, and inquiries from a number of very good institutions. 


MISSIONARY WORK 


At this season of the academic year when forensic contests are most fre- 
quent, we have the greatest opportunity to present to those institutions 
which have no honorary forensic organization the claims of Pi Kappa Delta. 
We have also many opportunities to put our ideals into practice. Are the 
decisions of the judges not to our liking? The Pi Kappa Delta debaters 
take the decision with a smile and without a murmur. They do not in- 
sinuate that their opponents have deliberately “stacked” the judges on them. 
Should their opponents face a difficulty, such as the failure at the last mo- 
ment of a judge to appear, the Pi Kappa Deltas make the best of the situa- 
tion. When an adverse decision is rendered, those of our Order with a 
smile cross the stage immediately, warmly to congratulate the winners. By 
putting into practice such ideals are we not doing the best type of mis- 
sionary work? Will not an institution looking for an honorary forensic 
society be attracted to one whose members exhibit bigness and broadness 
in their forensic contests? When they are approached by representatives 
of such a society, will they not be inclined to listen favorably? See to it 
that this spring finds every chapter presenting actively and passively the 
ideals of Pi Kappa Delta. 
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MARK YE THIS WELL 


EACH CHAPTER IS REQUESTED TO SEND TO THE EDITOR OF THE 
FORENSIC, BEFORE APRIL 10TH A CHAPTER LETTER OF NOT MORE 
THAN THREE HUNDRED WORDS SUMMING UP THE ACTIVITIES OF 
THE CHAPTER FOR THE YEAR 1920-1921. FAILURE TO SEND THIS 
LETTER BY THE DATE NAMED WILL BRING A FINE UPON THE 
CHAPTER. 


NOTE THIS ALSO 


The Revised Constitution, Article V, Division A, 3, reads as follows: “No 
Local Chapter shall be allowed to retain its Charter if its Active member- 
ship for any school year falls below five. THE MEMBERSHIP ON MAY 
15th shall be considered as the membership for the current year. Each 
chapter shall report on its membership to the National President ON OR 
BEFORE this date, and upon failure to do so MAY BE SUSPENDED.” 

In explanation of the above we may say that no member is considered 
Active who has not sent through his chapter to the National Treasurer his 
annual dues of two dollars, 

For the past two or three years the National Council has been lenient in 
the application of this rule as it was felt that the war had made very diffi- 
cult conditions in some of the chapters. Conditions in the colleges now are 
such that the National Council is disposed to enforce rigidly this rule as it 
feels that by so doing it will promote the best interests of the Order. 

VERBUM SAT SAPIENTI. 


ILLNESS OF NATIONAL SECRETARY 


We regret to announce that Professor Chas. A. Marsh has been seriously 
ill for the past month. On February 9th he underwent an operation. It is 
hoped that he will return to his work in the near future. His illness has 
caused delay in the issuing of certificates and charters; but just as soon as 
he is able to attend to the business of Pi Kappa Delta, Professor Marsh will 
do so The whole Order will be exceedingly sorry to learn of his illness and 
will wish him a speedy recovery. 


BAIRD’S MANUAL 


We are pleased to recommend to our chapters Baird’s Manual of College 
Fraternities. This manual gives a full account of all the most prominent 
honorary societies as well as of the social fraternities. It is a reference 
book which should be in every college and every public library. We are 
aware that few of our local chapters have libraries of their own, but we do 
urge upon the officers of every chapter that they see that this book is to be 
found in the college library and in the library of their city or town. The 
book has been compiled at the cost of much labor and expense and organiza- 
tions like ourselves which are represented in it should do our best to in- 
crease the sales. There is much interesting material in the book. The cost 
of the book is four dollars, carriage prepaid, and it may be obtained from 
James T Brown, 363 West 20th Street, New York City. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ORATORICAL CONTEST 


A date should be set, at least nine weeks before the national contest to be 
held in conjunction with the convention, after which no school may enter 
the contest. The contest should be given adequate advertisement, and the 
last day for entry should be emphasized. The national president in con- 
sultation with other national officers shall, if the number of entries is too 
great for a single contest, arrange for as many provincial contests as shall 
seem advisable. The provincial contests shall be held on the same night 
about three weeks before the national. The provincial contests shall be so 
arranged that there shall be no more than eight entries at any contest. The 
provincial contests shall be so arranged as to secure the greatest con- 
venience, and the national officers shall have the greatest freedom in 
scheduling them. If there are any schools which are at too great distance 
from other schools, or the college at which the nearest divisional is held, 
they may be exempted from entering the divisional. A certain number of 
orators getting the highest rankings in each provincial contest, depending 
upon the number of schools represented in the provincial, shall be eligible 
to the final. 

To illustrate, the contests of next year may be as follows: Redlands Uni- 
versity is exempt and enters the national directly. There are two pro- 
vincials, one in Kansas, to which eight schools send orators, and one in II- 
linois, to which six schools send orators. The leading three in the Kansas 
provincial, and the leading two in the Illinois provincial shall enter the na- 
tional, making in all a total of six schools, which shall be the maximum al- 
lowed in the national contest. 

The committee made no definite recommendations regarding awards. 
Cash prizes based on entry fees amount to the schools giving a cash bonus 
to their students for proficiency in oratory, with the element of gambling 
entering in, We opposed gold or silver medals because they are not used 
and are a waste of the material. However, the national organization may 
pay the expenses of having the jewelled insets on the keys of the two lead- 
ing orators, who would be entitled to special distinction, properly changed. 
There may be a large trophy cup to be held by the school winning first, and 
to become the permanent property of the school winning first twice. If some 
special fund could be gotten either by contribution, or by the purchase of 
Liberty Bonds, the biennial interest on which would be great enough to 
enable suitable monetary prizes to be given, the latter would be proper. 
But because of the improbability of any such thing, prizes based on entry 
fees deserve more consideration. 

ADOLPH H. BRICK, Chairman. 
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| EXCHANGES | 


(Huron Alphomega 


Those who laid down the policy of Huron College with regard to debate 
believed that Huron should be committed to that form of forensic contest 
which has as its objective not simply and solely the winning of decisions 
but the development of trained thinkers with distinctive argumentative 
ability. Recognizing that the type of debate that is largely oratorical in 
form, is the type that wins the greater number of decisions, Huron has ad- 
hered to the argumentative type of debate based on individual efforts, be- 
lieving that it is of more value to the individual, that it is more conducive 
to the right kind of spirit, and that is it more commendable as a policy. 
Now, when an effort is being made to improve the forensic standard of 
Huron, the question arises as to whether or not it is desirable to continue 
such a policy. 


There is little doubt that from the standpoint of the individual the Huron 
policy is desirable, but is it the best for the school? There are some good 
reasons why it is. In the first place, the fundamental value of debate is the 
training that it affords the individual. Hence, a policy which best fulfills 
this requirement is the best policy. 


In the second place, it is possible to win decisions with this type of de- 
bating, even against the oratorical form of debate with its memorized 
speeches and “canned” rebuttals. It takes much more thorough prepara- 
tion and more skill in debating but it can be done. In the third place, such 
a policy builds up a spirit that is never beaten no matter if the decision is 
lost. It is the policy that gives the greater satisfaction in the end. 


Huron should stick to her old policy. One decision won by real debating 
is better than two won by the oratorical form of debate which taxes noth- 
ing but memory. Huron can develop real debaters who have the power to 
think on their feet, to grasp a subject in its entire form, to reason, and to 
analyze. When such debaters are developed Huron will get decisions and 
they will be decisions of which she may be justly proud. 


(Industrial Collegian, S. Dakota State College) 


What has become of State College pep? It seems to have suddenly 
evaporated. Probably it is due to indigestion caused by the Thanksgiving 
feast; maybe to something else. No doubt, whatever the cause, it will ap- 
pear again when basketball opens. But why allow it to subside, evaporate, 
or otherwise disappear even temporarily? Are athletics the only college 
activities that should arouse college spirit and enthusiasm? It seems that 
now is the time to get interested in our forensic activities. Why not get 
behind our debating teams and our oratorical contestants with the same 
enthusiasm and loyalty that we did our gridiron warriors and our bas- 
ketball team? We all know that these forensic activities mean just as 
much to State as her athletics. The training received in debating and pub- 
lic speakng brings out the equalities of character and personality that make 
statesmen, orators and lecturers. The debating teams for State will soon 
begin preparation for the annual contests. They will bring honor and glory 
to her in just the same proportion as they are successful, and they will be 
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successful in exactly the same measure that the student body backs them 
up. So let’s show them that we are with them; let’s “talk it up;” let’s hold 
a pep meeting in the interest of State’s forensics. We cannot accompany 
these teams with brass bands and cheer leaders, but we can cheer them in 
other ways. You know the depressing effect that empty seats have on a 
speaker. We can attend the preliminary contests and all the events that 
are held in Brookings. This helps much more than we think it does. So 
let’s go. 


(Yankton Student) 


The annual Lay Oratorical contest takes place tonight in Ward Hall. The 
winner of this contest will represent Yankton in the State Oratorical Con- 
test later in the year. Are you planning to attend? The orations are good, 
the contest will be worth while. The contest deserves your attendance. 
Even as at an athletic contest, the players gain inspiration from the pres- 
ence of an interested crowd, so in contests of this nature the participants 
gather inspiration from a large audience. An orator can’t inspire if he has 
to talk over a lumber yard of empty seats. The bigger attendance there is, 
the better the contest will be. But at all events, it will be a good exhibition. 
So take your coat and hat off the rack, and go. 





(Kansas State Collegian) 


The new method of extemporaneous debating as adopted by Coach O. H. 
Burns of the department of English is receiving considerable comment from 
students and faculty. The advocates of the new system or style, feel that 
it is the only practical plan of debate, it is so elastic and gives the debaters 
greater opportunity of direct clash in argument. 

The large universities of the east all use the extemporaneous style but it 
is very rare in any of the western colleges and universities. The experi- 
ment for K. S. A. C. has worked well according to Coach Burns, and will be 
continued. 

“The ppoularity of the new style is verified by the large audience that 
packed the small hall to hear the Ames debate after an equal number had 
heard the same question debated the night before in recreation hall,” said 
Dr Howard Hill. “The extemporaneous system of debating lends elasticity to 
the debate. It provides for a direct come back, and has no comparison with 
he old committed form. When applied, it places college debating in the 
class of real debate as found in legislative halls.” 

Prof. I. Victor Iles of the department of history said, “The extempora- 
neous system, when thoroughly worked out, is very effective. It makes for 
real debate. Chart demonstrations are very effective and fall very readily 
into extemporaneous debate.” 

Miss Margaret Russell, instructor in the department of English said, “I 
know this, those debates were much more interesting than any former de- 
bates. That debate Saturday night was the most interesting debate I ever 
heard. The extemporaneous plan makes a direct clash always possible, 
and requires a much broader knowledge of the question, It is better train- 
ing for the student. It is practical.” 

The Rev. M. S. Collins said, “Oh! that’s great. There is no comparison. 
It's got the old stuff beat a mile.” 

Prof. W. R. Raymond, department of English at Iowa State college, who 
presided at Ames, said, “The form of debating used by the Aggie team is as 
effective as any I have ever heard.” 


Prof. V. A. Davis, coach of the debate at Emporia Normal, said, “Your 
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girls showed plainly the advantage of extemporaneous debating especially 
in the way in which they displayed their interest in their subject, and the 
yay they held the attention of their audience.” 

Prof. H. A. Shinn, coach of debate at Kansas University and judge of the 
girls’ debate here said, “The freedom of expression and forceful delivery of 
the Aggie girls was outstanding.” 


(Phreno Cosmian) 

Whereas: We believe that the Inter-Society debates are a detriment to 
the future of Dakota Wesleyan, and, 

Whereas: We believe that Inter-Society debates continually cause strife 
and corruption between the parties concerned; destroy a unified colleg: 
spirit; disrupt friendships; promote demoralizing enmities and, 

Whereas, Believing that a sound forensic policy can be maintained by 
other means, 

Resolved, that after the Inter-Society debates of 1921 (regardless of the 
outcome) the Daedalians withdraw from such contests held in the future. 
(Kansas State Collegian) 

“Student judges for high school debates are proving very popular,” said 
V. L. Strickland, director of home study. “The department has been called 
upon numerous times in the past to furnish judges for the high school de- 
bates. So far this year we have furnished judges for the debate between 
Eskridge high school and Alma high school.” 

Arnold Englund, J. Wheeler Barger, and Charles W. Howard judged the 
debate. Prof. W. F. Shaw, superintendent of schools at Alma, said, “We 
would rather have student judges that know debate and are up on tech- 
nique than to have college professors or lawyers to judge our contests.” 

The department of home study always refers inquiries for debate judges 
to the debate coach, Students who have had practice in inter-collegiate de- 
bates are chosen Coach O. H. Burns says, “This is practical experience for 
college debaters. It gives them the opportunity to weigh evidence, which is 
very important in debate.” 


(University of Tennessee Magazine) 

The Alpha Phi Epsilon is an honorary fraternity, originally established as 
an intercollegiate literary society, to affiliate various schools’ literary so- 
cieties into a national movement for the strengthening of the work of de- 
bating and literary societies. Finding by three years’ experience that this 
did not give the desired result, being merely a general organization limited 
to one society from each school, the old system was changed, and the so- 
ciety made into an honorary, non-secret fraternity at the last national con- 
vention held at the University of Tennessee during the latter part of April. 

At the present time the Alpha Phi Epsilon is, as re-organized, a distinct 
intercollegiate honor. To win membership in the fraternity it is necessary 
for the aspirant to attend and perform a large amount of work in the rec- 
ognized literary society of his or her choice. This fact will be brought out 
by a perusal of the Constitution and By-Laws appended to this short article. 
The field is a virgin one, since it recognizes meritorious work in the socie- 
ties, even without participation in intercollegiate Contests as speakers, to 
which the present national debating fraternities are strictly limited. It is a 
fraternity to fill the gap between the men and women who are interested 
in their own improvement in literary society work, and those honored few 
who are able to make speakerships in these intercollegiate teams. 

The objectives of the fraternity are to honor those who take active parts 
in debating and literary society work; to unite them in their efforts to 
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spread abroad, and revive where dormant, the gospel of preparation for the 
times in life when every ex-college student will be faced with the necessity 
for speaking in some public place; to form a medium for the interchange of 
ideas along such lines, giving interest and variety to the work of the sub- 
sidiary literary society organizations; to encourage all interclass, inter- 
organization, and inter-collegiate contests in public speaking; to bring 
about a serious study of parliamentary law on the part of the college stu- 
dents, since in the present status of the world the college-trained men and 
women are oftentimes required to exercise ability along this line; and in 
every way possible to raise the standards of public speaking, both pre- 
pared and extempore. 

Both men and women are eligible to membership in the fraternity, which 
conflicts with no other organization, being primarily for debating society 
work. The workings of the society are shown in the appended Constitution. 

The activities of each chapter are left discretionary to the decision of the 
chapter. Thus, if a chapter desires to hold regular meetings, as a regular 
literary society, it is privileged to do so. The Tennessee Chapter meets 
once a month for business, and holds such other meetings as it sees fit. 
Suggestions can be worked out to give a variety of public meetings, mock 
trials, debates, music and other features occupying the programs. 

From this common meeting ground the members of the various literary 
and debating societies can take back to their respective societies those ideas 
for improvements and variations in work that will make them all much more 
effective in results and interesting to the many members. The fraternity 
avoids all conflicts with bodies which exist for the purpose of governing 
any of the various fields of debating, seeking, instead, to add its strength 
to the upholding of their hands along every line. 

During the coming months a policy of expansion is in view, and the fra- 
ternity hopes to reach into the northern and western colleges. Anyone in- 
terested may secure information from the National President, Charles R. 
Morse, 1303 Highland Avenue, Knoxville, Tennessee. 

The present chapter roll of the fraternity is as follows: The University 
of Tennessee; Mississippi Agricultural and Mechanical College; The Uni- 
versity of Mississippi; The University of Arkansas; Howard College at 
Birmingham; Southwestern Presbyterian University; Maryville College; 
Emory University; The University of Alabama; Alabama Polytechnic In- 
stitute, at Auburn; Kentucky State University; Millsaps College; John B. 
Stetson University, DeLand, Fla.; and Richmond College. 
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